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What do a $107 billion asset manager
and a farmer have in common? Soil.
by Howard G. Buffett
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Inherent Land Quality Assessment

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Soil Survey Division, World Soil Resources, 1998

Soil degradation translates into a huge challenge for the world’s farmers—it also means U.S. farmers
will need to step up their efforts to maintain soil quality, reduce their environmental footprint and increase productivity. This is why our Foundation has launched the Brown Revolution and Harvesting the
Potential campaigns.
Soil is like a bank account— if we keep withdrawing, we will eventually face agronomic bankruptcy. Soil
is a complex biological ecosystem. Soil health is a lot like human health—we do not always understand
what is happening, and we do not always know how to solve the problem when something goes wrong.
Therefore, the best starting point is to take care of what we have.
The Brown Revolution is an educational campaign to increase awareness of the importance of soil and the
risks associated with failing to safeguard this critical asset. In addition to our campaign, our Foundation is
supporting efforts to provide new ideas and technical information to protect our soil.
The Brown Revolution goes hand-in-hand with our Harvesting the Potential campaign which is designed
to provide awareness about options for farmers to improve production while protecting our environment.
U.S. farmers have a huge advantage by having good, quality soil and good climatic zones. To learn more
about how to protect these advantages, go to www.HarvestingThePotential.org.
www.HarvestingThePotential.org

1.
Nutrient Management in no-till systems provides solutions to soil runoff while improving water and air quality.

ESTIMATE OF POPULATION IN DESIGNATED LAND QUALITY CLASSES

Land Quality Class
(LQC)

Land Area
Million km2
4.09
6.53
5.89
5.11
21.35
17.22
11.65
36.96
21.78
130.6

I
II
III
IV
V
VI
VII
VIII
IX
Global

Percent
3.2
5.0
4.5
3.9
16.3
13.2
8.9
28.3
16.7
100.0

Population
Millions
337
789
266
654
1,651
675
639
103
625
5,759

Percent
5.9
13.7
4.6
11.4
28.8
11.8
11.1
1.8
10.9
100.0

Source: Eswaran, H., F. Beinroth, and P. Reich. 1999. Global land resources and population supporting capacity.

The best agricultural soils (Class I, II and III) are confined almost exclusively to the temperate zone. Class IV, V and VI occur
mainly in the inter-tropical areas. Class VII, VIII and IX are in fragile ecosystems and include tundra and desert regions. Only a
quarter of the world’s population lives on land with a big potential for grain production. Roughly half of the global population
inhabits land with significant agricultural constraints, including long periods of soil moisture stress. And a quarter of the world’s
people must survive on lands that are considered unsuitable for grain production.
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About the Howard G. Buffett Foundation
Established in 1999, the Howard G. Buffett Foundation’s primary mission is to improve the standard of living
and quality of life for the world’s most impoverished and marginalized populations. The Foundation’s focus
is on international programs that operate in challenging environments, including conflict and post-conflict
countries. The Foundation has supported more than 100 agricultural projects in over 40 countries and more
than 35 nutrition projects in over 20 countries. The Foundation believes global food security efforts must
include all countries—both rich and poor—therefore, the United States must consider its domestic agricultural
practices and policies if we are to be successful in addressing hunger, malnutrition and global food security.
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